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 Excellent (15-20 points) Competent (10-14 points) Needs Work (0-9 points) 
Argument (20%)  Paper includes an 

argument (vs. a topic) that 
is interesting and 
compelling.  Introduction 
frames thesis within an 
interesting and well- 
articulated common 
ground, but, and so what.  
Specific thesis appears in 
introduction. 

 Paper includes an argument 
(vs.) topic.  Introduction may be 
missing or have an inadequate 
version of one the following: the 
common ground, but, or so 
what.  Most specific version of 
this does not appear in the 
introduction but is found 
elsewhere in the paper. 

 Paper includes a 
topic but not an 
argument.  
Introduction may be 
missing or have an 
inadequate version of 
two or more of the 
following: the 
common ground, but, 
or so what. 

Actual Points    
Organization (20%)  Paper clearly lays out a 

structure in a roadmap 
and follows it.  
Paragraphs have 
analytical topic 
sentences. 

 Paper has an adequate 
structure, but that structure is 
not laid out ahead of time.  
Paragraphs have topic 
sentences but they may be 
topical rather than analytical. 

 Paper’s structure is 
hard to understand 
and lacks topic 
sentences. 

Actual Points    
Knowledge and 
Understanding (20%) 

 Evidence in the body 
paragraphs clearly 
supports the thesis and 
has interesting and 
compelling analysis of 
details 

 Analysis of evidence in the body 
paragraphs is not always fully 
developed or linked to the 
thesis 

 Body paragraphs 
provide little or no 
evidence to support 
claims. 

Actual Points    
Secondary Research 
(20%) 

 Paper includes references 
to at least one scholarly 
article.  Student’s 
argument is placed in 
dialogue with the article’s 
(or articles’) ideas. Article 
is cited appropriately in 
the body of the paper and 
a full citation appears 
either in a footnote or at 
the end of the paper. 

 Paper includes references to at 
least one scholarly article but 
that article’s argument stands in 
place of student’s own argument 
or is not connected adequately 
to the student’s argument. 
Although the article is cited in 
the body of the paper and a full 
citation appears either in a 
footnote or at the end of the 
paper, the format is incorrect. 

 Paper does not 
include reference to 
at least one scholarly 
article and/or article 
is not cited 
appropriately or 
correctly. 

Actual Points    
Sentence Level Writing 
(20%) 

 Essay uses polished, 
standard English and has 
been proofread for 
spelling and grammatical 
errors 

 Essay is standard English with 
only occasional spelling or 
grammatical errors  

 Essay has not been 
proofread properly 
or contains repeated 
errors in standard 
usage. 

Actual Points    
TOTAL POINTS  

 
  

 
95-100 points = 10  60-69 points = 6 
90-95 points = 9   50-59 points = 5 
80-89 points = 8   40-49 points = 4  
70-79 points = 7 


